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Course Offerings Booklet 

2018 – 2019 

Welcome to Sixth Grade 
 

 

 

Registration 
 

Building upon the knowledge and skills acquired in previous years, students are encouraged to pursue a 

rigorous program of studies based on their individual interests and abilities.  The 2018-2019 Course 

Description Booklet contains information on the instructional program that will be offered.  It is designed 

to be a guide for parents and students as they register for the next year. 

 

The Course Description Booklet contains a complete listing of courses available, information on 

academic grouping and student placement criteria, descriptions for courses offered, and any specific 

course requirements.  Some classes may require nominal laboratory, project, or materials fees.  Please 

note:  the classes offered next fall for ELECTIVE COURSE OFFERINGS are determined during the 

summer and are based on student enrollment and staffing availability. 

 

Parents and students should give special attention to the selection of courses during registration.  The 

master schedule of classes and the allocation of staff is based on your initial registration.  After the 

registration period, schedule changes will be made in exceptional cases only.  Requests for changes 

by a student or parent must be for educationally sound reasons and submitted in writing.  A parent/ 

counselor/ team meeting will then be scheduled to discuss the request.  Course selections must be done 

with great care and preplanning. 

 

  

Course Descriptions 
  

~ Mathematics ~ 
 

 

Curriculum 2.0 Math 6 
Curriculum 2.0 (C2.0) Math 6 extends students’ understanding of 

whole number and fraction concepts developed throughout the 

elementary grades. Instruction at this level will focus on four areas: 

(1) connecting ratio and rate to whole number multiplication and 

division and using concepts of ratio and rate to solve problems; (2) 

completing understanding of division of fractions and extending the 

notion of number to the system of rational numbers, which includes 

negative numbers; (3) writing, interpreting, and using expressions and   

    equations; and (4) developing understanding of statistical thinking. 
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Curriculum 2.0 Investigations into Mathematics 
Curriculum 2.0 (C2.0) Investigations into Mathematics (IM) extends students’ understanding of 

mathematical concepts developed in C2.0 Mathematics 6 and accelerates the pace of instruction to 

prepare for C2.0 Algebra 1.  This course compacts all of the Grade 7 Common Core State Standards and 

much of the Grade 8 Common Core State Standards into a single year.  Students who successfully 

complete C2.0 IM are prepared for C2.0 Algebra 1 in Grade 8.  The remaining Grade 8 CCSS are 

compacted into the C2.0 Algebra 1 course. Instruction for C2.0 IM will focus on four critical areas:  (1) 

developing a unified understanding of number, recognizing fractions, decimals (including both those 

that have a finite or a repeating decimal representation), and percents as different representations of 

rational numbers; (2) using linear equations and systems of linear equations to represent, analyze, and 

solve a variety of problems; (3) comparing two data distributions and reasoning about differences 

between populations; (4) analyzing geometric relationships in order to solve real-world mathematical 

problems. 

 

Related Math Activity (Paired with C2.0 Math 6 to create a double period of math) 
Students participating in the Related Math for sixth grade will have the opportunity to improve their 

mathematical reasoning and skills. The class will offer students the opportunity to engage in math 

concepts using different representations and explore math concepts through application. Students will 

develop proficiency in areas which had previously been challenging to master. 

 

 
MCPS Math Pathway 
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~ Language Arts:  English, Reading, & ESOL ~ 

 
Advanced English 6 
The goal of the Secondary English Language Arts program is to create literate, thoughtful 

communicators, capable of controlling language effectively as they negotiate an increasingly complex 

and information-rich world. As students leave elementary school, they encounter new academic 

expectations such as analyzing varied and complex texts, developing arguments, synthesizing 

information from multiple sources, examining different perspectives, and engaging in self-reflection. 

Students work to acquire specific skills and strategies in reading literature, reading informational text, 

writing, speaking and listening, and language.   

 

This class is organized around the overarching theme, Kaleidoscopes, which consists of four thematic 

units: Foundations, Adventures, Challenges and Barriers, and Artistic Choices. Each unit includes 

lessons and materials structured to meet the Common Core State Standards in meaningful ways and to 

provide flexibility for teachers to extend and support learning. Students read a variety of novels, short 

stories, poems, plays, and nonfiction works to become more effective in both written and spoken 

language. In Grade 6, students move primarily from examining texts from a reader’s point of view 

(comprehension) to looking at texts from a writer’s point of view (analysis). Students employ the texts 

they read as models for their own writing. Students learn to organize ideas effectively to support a 

clear thesis and develop ideas specifically to meet the needs of audience and purpose.  

 

As students speak, listen, read, and write, they build language skills and expand vocabulary. Enriched 

vocabulary supports academic oral language proficiency, reading comprehension, and writing 

development. Grammar, usage, and sentence construction are taught as integral parts of the drafting 

and revision processes. The goal of Advanced English 6 is to help students build a solid foundation for 

academic success in middle school and to grow intellectually and emotionally. 

 

Digital Literacy 1 
The Digital Literacy 1 curriculum focuses on developing critical and creative thinking through reading, 

writing, speaking, listening, and viewing in a 21st Century approach. Working through a problem-

based process, students learn to define real world problems of interest, research the causes of those 

problems using real-time global texts and then create solutions to address the problems. Students will 

advance their understanding of comprehension, analysis, and evaluation of text as well as vocabulary 

acquisition through reading complex informational and argumentative texts in a technology-rich 

medium.  Students will collaborate regularly both through the research and the solution phases of their 

investigations.  Students’ curiosity and motivation will engage the students in their investigations while 

learning and refining the processes that will enrich all other courses and prepare them for college and 

career projects. 

 

Middle School Reading Intervention Courses 
Silver Creek Middle School is committed to improving the reading 

ability of all students. Reading is the most basic skill that adolescents 

need to develop for success in school and in preparation for life. Reading 

interventions support and improve the performance of students who are reading below the 

proficient level.  Students are placed into a reading course based on data and recommendations. 
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READ 180 (Single Period) 
Read 180 is an intensive reading intervention program 

designed to meet the needs of students whose reading 

achievement is below the proficient level. The program 

directly addresses individual needs through adaptive and 

instructional software, high-interest literature, and direct 

instruction in reading and writing skills. Students rotate 

between a small-group, teacher-directed lesson, a computer 

station for reinforcement and practice, and an independent 

reading center where students read books at his/her reading level. Since this is a single period class, it 

will take two class periods for students to participate in all four components of the small group 

rotation.  The program is designed to rapidly accelerate student achievement, with the goal of bringing 

them to grade level. 

 

READ 180 (Double Period) 

Read 180 is an intensive reading intervention program designed to meet the needs of students whose 

reading achievement is below the proficient level. The program directly addresses individual needs 

through adaptive and instructional software, high-interest literature, and direct instruction in reading 

and writing skills. Students rotate between a small-group, teacher-directed lesson, a computer station 

for reinforcement and practice, and an independent reading center where students read books at his/her 

reading level. This course requires two class periods and provides approximately 90 minutes of 

instruction. The program is designed to rapidly accelerate student achievement, with the goal of 

bringing them to grade level. 

 

Basic Reading 
This course is for students reading far below grade level, who need to focus on phonemic awareness, 

phonics, decoding, and encoding.  Basic Reading provides explicit and systematic instruction in a 

standardized reading intervention.  The program used is aligned with the foundational reading skills in 

the Common Core State Standards.  Students participate in small groups that follow a consistent routine 

which provides repeated practice and immediate corrective feedback.  Students are assessed prior to the 

start of the program to determine which of the three levels they place into.  Each level has its own unique 

focus, with the higher books incorporating skills from the lower books.  Lessons are taught to mastery. 

 

 

English for Speakers of Other Languages (ESOL)  
The goal of the ESOL program is to have English language learners (ELs) develop proficiency in the 

academic English needed to be successful in school, college, the work place, and as citizens. 

 

Level 1  
This course is designed to teach English as a new language to ESOL 

students at the Entering English language proficiency level. The four 

skills of reading, writing, listening, and speaking are integrated as students 

practice oral and written language in academic context. Students have 

various learning activities that emphasize vocabulary development and 

oral fluency. This course meets for a double period every day. 
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Level 2  
This course is designed to teach English as a new language to ESOL students at the Emerging English 

language proficiency level.  Students continue to develop proficiency in four skills areas of reading, 

writing, listening, and speaking are integrated as students practice oral and written language in a 

variety of academic contexts. Learning experiences are provided to support students as they read 

informational and literary texts. Students also learn to respond to factual questions and write paragraph 

summaries about their readings.  This course meets for two class periods every day.  

 

Level 3  
This course is designed to teach English as a new language to ESOL students at the Developing 

English language proficiency level. The four skills areas of reading, writing, listening, and speaking 

are integrated as students practice oral and written language in an academic context.  At this level there 

are many opportunities to practice reading, writing, listening, and speaking in a meaningful context. 

Students at this level of proficiency will use general and some specific language related to content 

area. Students learn to analyze reading passages and respond to both factual and inferential questions 

as they read and discuss both literary and informational texts.  This course meets for a single class 

period every day. 

 

Level 4 
This course is designed to teach English as a new language to ESOL students at the Expanding English 

language proficiency level. The four skills areas of reading, writing, listening, and speaking are 

integrated as students practice oral and written language in a variety of academic functions.  Students 

will develop complexity and cohesion in their writing.  The use of specific and some technical 

language related to content will also be developed.  Students practice using various reading strategies 

while reading a variety of literary and informational texts. Students practice writing single-text and 

multiple-paragraph essays.  This course meets for a single period every day. 

 

Level 5 
This course is designed to teach English as a new language to ESOL students at the Emerging English 

language proficiency level.  Students practice applying language in the four skills areas of reading, 

writing, listening, and speaking both orally and in writing during extended discourse.  This course 

focuses on linguistic complexity, organization, and cohesion in writing.  The use of technical language 

related to content areas is specified.  Writing conventions and overall comprehensibility will be 

developed to mirror that of their English proficient peers.  Emphasis is placed on forming introductory 

and concluding paragraphs. Students employ the writing process to produce five-paragraph essays. 

This course meets for a single class period every day. 

 

Academic Language 
This course is designed to introduce ESOL Level 1 students to the academic language of social studies, 

science, and math. Students will be given the opportunity to develop the academic language and 

learning strategies to effectively access each of the academic content areas in a new language. This 

course is scheduled to take place during a single period on a daily basis. 
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~ Science ~ 
 

Investigations in Science 6 
Welcome to Investigations in Science for 6th Graders.  This curriculum is a unique problem/project based 

curriculum.  The learning is student-centered with the teacher acting as a facilitator.  Instruction is woven 

around one main problem within each unit of study, and   students will be presented a request for proposal 

(RFP) at the start of each unit.  Minds-on inquiry and hands on explorations, productive discourse, 

purposeful reading and meaningful writing will guide the students through this exciting Science course! 

Students engage in science, technology, engineering and mathematics (STEM) in order to propose 

solutions to real world problems.  They will then use a design-folio throughout the quarter to research, 

develop, design and evaluate their proposal. 

 

Units of Study 

 
Unit Title Content Focus 

1 Matter and Its 

Interactions 

Students will discover that all matter is made of atoms, that there are 

different types of atoms called elements, and that elements can be 

combined in various ways to make compounds that range in size from two 

to thousands of atoms.  They will identify states of matter and phase 

changes that occur as a result of gaining or losing energy.  They will 

explore simple chemical reactions and determine what happens to the 

chemical reactants and the products they create.  All of this information 

will be collected in their design folios. They will apply their understanding 

of chemistry to a real-life situation and design a solution.   

 

2 Ecosystems 

Interactions, Energy, 

and Dynamics 

Students will discover the many factors that affect ecosystems.  They will 

learn that organisms compete for limited resources.  They will explore the 

biodiversity of different ecosystems.  They will use models to demonstrate 

the flow of matter and energy in ecosystems.  They will use this 

information to create and maintain a habitat for a local species.   

 

 

3 Human Impacts on the 

Environment 

 

Students will discover that natural resources are used by living things in a 

variety of ways.  They will investigate how human activity and resource 

use impacts the geosphere, hydrosphere, atmosphere, and biosphere.  They 

will model a solution for a variety of environmental problems created from 

natural resource use.  

 

4 Energy and Waves 

 

Students will discover how alternative energy sources can be used to solve 

real world problems and design a solution.  They must consider the ideas 

of electricity, magnetism, electrical energy production, conversions of 

different types of energy, in order to debate and choose the best source of 

alternative energy.  Students will discover that electrical current moving 

through a wire produces a magnetic force on materials placed near the 

wire. They will also investigate electrical energy and conclude it can be 

generated from a variety of sources and transferred into almost any form of 

energy.  They will identify that waves are able to transfer energy from one 

place to another, wave properties, and wave behavior. 
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~ Social Studies ~ 
 

 

Historical Inquiry in World Studies 6 

 
In Grade 6 students engage in the study of the ancient civilizations of Mesopotamia, Egypt, Athens, 

Rome and China.  As part of this, students study how geography, economics, political structures and 

culture have influenced human settlement. Students are introduced to basic historical thinking skills 

including analysis of primary source texts and visuals which allows students to engage in inquiry based 

discourse to develop a deeper understanding of historical context over time. Students are also introduced 

to the use of Document Based Inquiry (DBI) to develop historical writing.  

 

Unit 1: Patterns of Settlement in the Ancient & Modern Worlds 

● Water and the World 

● Rivers of Time 

● The Roots of Civilization 

● The Wheel of Civilization      

● Research:  The Egyptian Civilization Project 

Unit 2: Citizenship and Governance in Classical & Modern Times 

● Government How it Works 

● Greece:  The Birthplace of Democracy 

● Rome Builds a Republic 

● Roman Empire:  New Patterns of Governance 

Unit 3: The Impact of Economics 

in Ancient and Modern China 

● Foundations of Economics 

● A Mandate to Rule 

● Dig Deeper:  Patterns in Ancient China 

● Modern China:  To Market, To Market 

 

Unit 4: Cultural Systems: The First Millennium and Today 

● What is Culture? 

● Religion:  A Foundation of Culture 

● Culture in the First Millennium 

● Data Research:  Culture Changes in the 

Second Millennium 
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~ Physical Education ~ 

The middle school physical education program focuses on health-related fitness, movement skills and 

concepts, and personal and social responsibility. Each physical education unit challenges students to 

better understand the benefits of physical activity toward fitness, fundamentals of efficient movement in 

physical activity and sport, and the essentials of responsibility in a movement setting. The learning tasks 

in physical education emphasize and teach problem-solving and decision-making skills. Students 

participate in games and activities that promote fitness, 

develop tactical awareness, and indoctrinate social qualities. 

 

By the end of Grade 6, students should know and be able to 

do the following: 

 

 

■ Health-related fitness:  

• Define and compare the health-related fitness 

components, including aerobic capacity/cardiorespiratory 

fitness, muscular strength, muscular endurance, and flexibility. 

• Define the exercise principles of overload, specificity, and progression. 

• Develop a personal fitness plan using the Frequency, Intensity, Time, and Type (F.I.T.T.) 

formula. 

• Define and calculate target heart rate. 

■ Movement Skills and Concepts 

• Perform fundamental movement skills essential to physical activity and sport. 

• Demonstrate creative skill combinations, such as tumbling sequences and dances. 

• Create a personal movement (practice) plan. 

■ Personal and Social Responsibility 

• Perform tasks effectively with others in physical activity settings. 

• Acquire and maintain relationships that develop a sense of community in physical activity 

settings. 

• Establish and modify personal goals. 

 

~ Health Education ~ 

Comprehensive Health Education promotes positive health-related attitudes and behaviors that support 

self-reliance and self-regulation while developing health literacy and lifelong wellness. The health 

skills emphasized throughout the program include analyzing influences, accessing information, 

interpersonal communication, decision-making, goal-setting, self-management, and advocacy. This 

nine-week course includes the following four units of instruction: mental and emotional health; 

alcohol, tobacco and other drugs; personal and consumer health; and safety and injury prevention.  
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 ~ World Languages ~ 
 

The goal of the world languages program in Montgomery County Public 

Schools (MCPS) is to prepare students to be linguistically and culturally 

competent in languages other than English. The ability to communicate in a 

culturally appropriate manner with speakers of other languages is the key to 

success in the increasingly diverse global community of the 21st century. As 

students develop proficiency in world languages and an understanding of the 

underlying values and beliefs of other cultures, they gain the skills that are essential to meaningful 

communication.  

 

All world languages courses are designated high school level courses.  Students are required to take 

quarterly assessment to determine their progress in speaking, reading, and writing in the target language 

they are studying.  World language grades earned at Silver Creek Middle School will appear on student’s 

high school transcript. 

 

Students begin to learn to communicate orally and in written form about daily life.  Emphasis is on 

vocabulary development, simple grammatical structures, and the basic culture of the people.  Students 

are encouraged to use the language beyond the school setting and keep informed of current events in 

countries where the target language is spoken. 

 

Only students who are not recommended for a reading course are eligible to enroll in a world 

language. 

 

World Languages Course Offerings 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Level 1A/1B (Full Year Course) 

Spanish or French 
This is a high school credit-bearing course. Students begin to learn to communicate orally and in writing 

in a culturally appropriate manner about topics related to daily life. They interpret basic information 

when listening and reading. Vocabulary and basic grammatical structures are taught within the context 

Course Title 

French 1A / 1B 

  French 2A / 2B 

Spanish 1A / 1B 

Spanish 2A / 2B 
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of these familiar topics. Culture is embedded throughout the course. Students who successfully complete 

both semesters of 1A/1B earn one foreign language credit toward graduation. 

 

Level 2A/2B (Full Year Course) 

Spanish or French 
This is a high school credit-bearing course. Students expand their ability to communicate orally and 

in writing in a culturally appropriate manner about topics related to daily life. They interpret 

information when listening and reading. Vocabulary and grammatical structures are taught within the 

context of these topics. Culture is embedded throughout the course. Students who successfully 

complete both semesters of 1A/1B earn one foreign language credit toward graduation. 

 

 

 

~ Arts/Technology Electives ~ 
 

 

Elective Courses 
 

The school reserves the right to change elective courses as staffing and enrollment needs require. 

 

 

Middle School Studio Art 1 (Formerly Basic Art Studio; Semester course linked to MS Digital 

Art & Photography 1) 

Students will be provided multiple and varied opportunities explore IDENTITY and the many ways this 

theme can be represented through visual art.  Students will develop a fundamental understanding of 

ideation, media techniques, formal qualities, and compositional devices.  Students also use their own 

personal reactions and responses as a focus in their artwork. Creativity, innovation, critical thinking, 

communication, and collaboration continue to be developed throughout the course.  Students will explore 

a variety of traditional student media and techniques including drawing, painting, printmaking, sculpture, 

ceramics, and crafts to create artworks.  These units require students to express personal identity, make 

aesthetic choices, and initiate social action. Students will continue to build their visual literacy and design 

skills by using the art elements and design principles to analyze the environment and artworks. 

 

Middle School Digital Art & Photography 1 (Formerly Intro to Computer Art; Semester 

course linked to MS Studio Art 1) 
This course will provide students with active learning experiences related to computer animations and the 

use of animation software applications. The animations that the students create will be applied to a web page 

they design using HTML coding. Students will utilize raster-based digital media and/or digital photography 

to create artworks.  

 

 

**Students who are native speakers of French or Spanish, or students who have received comprehensive 

instruction in one of those languages, may request a placement exam to bypass the initial level of a language course. 
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Middle School Digital Art & Photography 1 31 (Formerly Intro to Computer Art; 

Semester course linked to ICT 6 31) 

This course will provide students with active learning experiences related to computer animations and 

the use of animation software applications. The animations that the students create will be applied to a 

web page they design using HTML coding. Students will utilize raster-based digital media and/or digital 

photography to create artworks. 

 

ICT 6 31—Information Communication Technology (Semester course linked to MS 

Digital Art & Photography 1 31) 
Students use technology in a rigorous, inquiry, and project-based learning environment that promotes 

relevance engagement.  Students use the design process to acquire knowledge and skills connected to 

Grade 6 content areas.  With a focus on 21st century skills, students will use a variety of software and 

hardware including google docs, Microsoft applications, multimedia based tools, and Lego Mindstorms 

Robots to solve problems.  Programming concepts will be applied to the development of animations, 

games, and educational simulations as well as robotic programming.   

 

 

ICT 6 32–Information Communication Technology 32 (Semester course linked to MS 

Studio Art 1 32) 

Students use technology in a rigorous, inquiry, and project-based learning environment that promotes 

relevance engagement.  Students use the design process to acquire knowledge and skills connected to 

Grade 6 content areas.  With a focus on 21st century skills, students will use a variety of software and 

hardware including google docs, Microsoft applications, multimedia based tools, and Lego Mindstorms 

Robots to solve problems.  Programming concepts will be applied to the development of animations, 

games, and educational simulations as well as robotic programming.   
 

MS Studio Art 1 32 (Formerly Basic Art Studio; Semester course linked to ICT 6 32) 

Students will be provided multiple and varied opportunities explore IDENTITY and the many ways this 

theme can be represented through visual art.  Students will develop a fundamental understanding of 

ideation, media techniques, formal qualities, and compositional devices.  Students also use their own 

personal reactions and responses as a focus in their artwork. Creativity, innovation, critical thinking, 

communication, and collaboration continue to be developed throughout the course.  Students will 

explore a variety of traditional student media and techniques including drawing, painting, printmaking, 

sculpture, ceramics, and crafts to create artworks.  These units require students to express personal 

identity, make aesthetic choices, and initiate social action. Students will continue to build their visual 

literacy and design skills by using the art elements and design principles to analyze the environment 

and artworks. 
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Computer Applications (Semester course linked to ICT 6) 
Technology is a tool that allows for productivity and creativity. Knowledge of software allows students 

to increase knowledge acquisition, productivity and creativity in all disciplines. Ability to use a keyboard 

as an input device allows students to communicate with greater speed and accuracy.  In this course, the 

essential computer applications targeted are the refining of typing skills, fundamental operations and 

concepts of computers, Microsoft Word and PowerPoint, internet safety, introduction to computer 

programming through Scratch and Kodu, multimedia tools, and a variety of web 2.0 tools.  This course 

will help students build a strong knowledge base and better prepare students for uses of computers in 

their core content classes, personal computing needs, and skills associated with career development. 

 

ICT 6—Information Communication Technology (Semester course linked to 

Computer Apps) 
Students use technology in a rigorous, inquiry, and project-based learning environment that promotes 

relevance engagement.  Students use the design process to acquire knowledge and skills connected to 

Grade 6 content areas.  With a focus on 21st century skills, students will use a variety of software and 

hardware including google docs, Microsoft applications, multimedia based tools, and Lego Mindstorms 

Robots to solve problems.  Programming concepts will be applied to the development of animations, 

games, and educational simulations as well as robotic programming.   

 

 

 

MS Chorus 1 (Full year course)  

Students will create, perform, and respond to music in a variety of 

styles/genres. Students will develop the fundamentals of proper 

vocal technique and choral singing in relation to posture, breath 

control, tone, intonation, diction, blending, singing in harmony, 

music literacy, and sight-singing. Students will primarily sing 

state level 2 music. There will likely be a minimum of two school 

concerts and students are expected to participate in all 

performances. This course is open to all students, regardless of 

music background. 

 

Middle School Beginning Strings (Orchestra) (Full year course) 
Students develop basic skills on a string instrument (violin, viola, cello, bass) by performing a variety of 

music from many countries, works by master composers, and contemporary music. Students study the 

related cultural context of the music and its historical significance. Students are taught musical 

vocabulary and symbols, correct tone production, instrument care and maintenance, and the importance 

of consistent practice. Home practice for 20 minutes/night, 5 nights/ week is required. Students perform 

in public and attend live performances.  Orchestra instruments include: violin, viola, cello, and string 

bass. 
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Middle School Beginning Wind Percussion (Band) (Full year course) 
Students in 6th and 7th grades develop basic skills on woodwind, brass, and percussion instruments by 

performing a variety of music from many countries, works by master composers, and contemporary 

music. Students study the related cultural context of the music and its historical significance. Students 

are taught musical vocabulary and symbols, correct tone production, instrument care and maintenance, 

and the importance of consistent practice habits. Home practice for 20 minutes/ night, 5 nights/week is 

required. Students perform in public and attend live performances.  Band instruments include: flute, 

oboe, bassoon, clarinet, saxophone, French horn, trumpet, baritone, trombone, tuba, and percussion 

(drums, xylophone, timpani, auxiliary instruments, etc.). 

 

Middle School Band I/Orchestra I (Fully year course; formerly called Intermediate Orchestra/Band) 

Students refine skills learned from their elementary Grade 4 and 5 instrumental music programs or in 

Middle School Beginning Band, String, or Wind and Percussion, and develop more advanced 

performance techniques. The development of technical skills necessary to perform Grade 1 to Grade 2 

Level music is stressed.  Emphasis is placed on developing formal rehearsal decorum, following a 

conductor, and developing pitch and rhythmic security in preparation for performing an independent 

part in the traditional band or orchestra ensemble. Students also learn melodic form and construction as 

they examine and perform more complex folk melodies and melodies from master composers. Students 

discuss the social and intellectual influences that affected the creation of the music they are studying. 

They begin to develop aesthetic criteria for measuring the quality of instrumental performance.  

Students may attend live performances and perform in public.   

Prerequisite: Attainment of outcomes for Beginning Band, String, or Wind/Percussion Instruments in 

Grades 4–5 or 6–8.  
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~Additional Courses~ 

 
Alternative 1 – Placement is determined by individual need in consultation with student’s grade level 

teachers. 

The vision of Alternative 1 is to provide students with the skills necessary to achieve excellence in all 

areas of their personal and educational development, including attendance, behavior and academics.  

Alternative 1 provides a comprehensive program to meet the needs of the student in a secure emotional 

and physical environment, where each individual is treated with fairness, dignity, and respect.  

Students develop short and long term goals and learn to recognize the connection between their efforts 

in the present and their opportunities in the future. 

 

 

 
Resource Class - Placement is determined by individual academic needs in consultation with student’s grade 

level teachers or IEP team as appropriate. 
Students who need intensive support keeping up with grade level work may be recommended to take a 

resource class.  The purpose of the class is to help students to develop and improve education skills such 

as organization, study skills, and test taking strategies.   

 

 

 
 

 ~ Special Education ~ 
 

Placement determined by the Individualized Education Program (IEP) team. 
The Special Education Department services students who are identified with an educationally related 

disability.  Services are provided based on the IEP for each student.  The main focus is to use the 

curriculum for each grade and subject to address goals and objectives.  Classes are offered as a continuum 

of services including self-contained and inclusion classes.  A variety of strategies and accommodations 

are incorporated into the program.   

 

Learning and Academic Disabilities Program (LAD) 
The Learning and Academic Disabilities (LAD) program serves students who qualify for Special 

Education services for a variety of reasons including, Specific Learning Disabilities, Speech Language 

Impairments, or Other Health Impairments.  Students in the program receive support in the setting that 

best meets their academic needs, including self-contained and/or inclusion classes.  Special Education 

staff is trained in strategy based teaching and focus on incorporating the strategies as the students access 

the general education curriculum. 

 

 

 


